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EDITO.t�I .. tL 

Niddx 

The Ley Hunter's Club was for�4d to try and discove r why certain pre-historic 
sites uere built in ali __ ;nnent and 11\Tho the builders -�vere. The Club hac been 

carryin3 out research since it forned in 1962 yet we still haven't found the 
ans11ers. Althoug� uany now networks have been discovered, still very few people 
outside don't even know that they exist at all. 

In this Editorial I would like to print a letter sent in from R.K. Proctor of 
3, Iona Ro�d, Maidstone, Kent� 

Dear Sir, 

I believe th2t the sub-soil alonz leys nay be 
pernanontly af�ectad by s�ucer fo�co �ields or 
rc-cenerated fron tine to ti!::e., It nay be possible to 
naviGo..te nlo·,-,_g leys, either on or o..bovc the sround .. 
Perh:::tlJS it 1:1ay oven be po;:::;sible to 11loc�= on11 to a ley 
by oeans of an �uta-pilot device ( in saucers) or by 
i11stinct (e:--..rl:Jr Hc:.n). The lc-tttcr �-.l�LY h.:.:.ve been the 
reason 1\rhy sorJc of the le�r::_� a·:;tu.�'..lly becaLie trackw . .-,ys 
in L:"'.ncicnt tina.s (lc:.ter bGco;:�:ins }(o�L-c:n Hoetds ) . 

Now I wailt to add a p0int. Hln hno always bsen 
;1l".:eepin� up -�v.ritt. the Joncs 's'1• Ev·..:-n with r es p e ct to 
lons bQrrows andround barrows (to sny nothinG of 
pyrc..uids) co..rly uan saw these thin�:JJ u.nd copied -thon. 
Sor.tetiues he noti c e d that tll3Y f()r"1l(:c1 c..li[!;'l1l�lents, so 
he did likei·Jise. 

I� own efforcts of s�ottin� leys fron the uir have 

not yet been successful. fj';he curious lines in tl:::.c 
Peruvian Hills are only visible frou the �ir - are these 
lays? 1funt about the rndi�tinc linco on the �o�n? Even 
the Hetrtian 11canc...ls11 cc;uld be leys! Perhe1.:-9s ner::Lal 
photo�raphy with spoci�l ty)cS of filu could show theo 
lllJ on the ::sround. 

Hy best saucei' ,s-i_.:;->+:-�:_.-._-� -l;cc�J: ple .. ce about tv.ro years 
ago. An iric.1eccc�lt �i2nt y-:.:;ljo1.1'f 11e.�;.-_·�;1 sa-iled p:��st ny 
bedroon window late in the eveni�;1 3traiGht along a leyl 

Connectin� Leys with Ort�otcuy is still very contruversi�l but unless it is 
just coincidence, there does soec to be sorw con.iJ.ccticn. Fron tl1is issue 

on\.vctrlls I intend to publis:1 �J .. sao..ll fo:.:l.ture on the suhjoct of Orthotcn.y. Ou:c 

sec:cetary Jir.1r.1y Godd2-rd h�-.-1s clone r.1ucl1 -:.1orl: in this field and has kindly ,,.Jritten 
the first ctrticlo H�lich ClJ:T,}O;..l.rs on ��l.t_J;o GlX. 



F.ccn _gere:::·or-d Tir.a�§_, Fricla:y Ce; cober (t;h 1966 
"Out and About n By Har j orie Cracidock 

PIONEER vJATKINS 

One expects the BBC, for instance, to have in their archives snippets of 
first 'l.vorld \-Jar film and the AA to have records of early cycle trials �  But in 
Herefordshire around the turn of the century 1.va.s a man who learn ' t. from 
Freise-Greene himself ( iri�entor of the ciile pro j ector ) the secrets of filminz 
and v1ho recorded Kitchener 's recruits marc hing in a giant :3tream pa.st HerefoJ."cl � 

Eye Hospital in 1911+, .:.�.nd some of the first Liotor-cycle trials up Stockley Hi:l.lo 
His old fil�s, including some of convalescent soldiers playing golf at 

Hampton Grange and others of early r·1ay F��irs, uere sho1.-rn to Hereford Photogra­
phic Society last week as a follol ... .J-up to a talk about this remarkable man .... 
Alfred \rJatkins - by r-1r. Godfrey C. Davies, his colleague in the Society for 
close on 20 years. 

It 112-s Ivir. Davies \·rho rescued the fil.uLs � tl.Lc orizinals of uhicl1 are novf in 
the archives of the British Film Inst itut e ,  and who had then copied to go 
through a modern projector. These, along with hundreds ol still photographs 
now in the city library, and monographs on several other enthusiasms (such as 

� bee-k2eping, the straight track theory and one for and another against the 
decimal system! ) are his neraorie.ls in Herefordshire, but Hr. Davies 's talk 1.vas 
a revelation to those Hho didn't know him, and a tioely reminder to those vJho 
did. 

Alfred \Vatkins 'lr.Jas born in Hi.Jemarsh Street:- Herefor:::l �-:a 1855, and vvas one 
of those men whose curiosity and vitality mn�a �hem leap the confines of their 
age, their business and their home. His fali.ily bad milling and bre\-ring inter­
ests and he vJent into the busi1.1ess not only tu :�arry j_t on but to e��pand it ;he 
was able to brinz a fresh eye to everything, so he invented a dough neter, 
introducing scientific exactitude at o. tirae v;hen most bnkc:rs wou.ld have answered 
the question, 11Ho1.v do you knov'l vJhen it's ready;; '"Iith nyou just knov.1. 11 

Pre c ision 
-�-�� 

And it was this precision which led to his other inventions in the photo­
graphic field. He vias o. keea photographer froL1 his earliest d::tys ( it is 
sometimes forgotten th•t splendid pictures were taken in Victorian times ) and 
he de vised and r..1u:uuf'actured and marl;:et ed an e:::�po.sure 1�1etcr to tell the photo­
grapher how lon� his exposu�e would be, according to the degree of li ht. 
Only the extremely fast filDs of today have Qade this obsolete, and in fact 
letters still cone to He reford askin� fJr them. They were ex)orted all over the 
uorld and the early Antarctic expeditions, includinc thocie of Captain Scott, 
Mnwson and Shackleton, were all equipped with them. H.G. Pontin�, the chief 
photo0:�'aphcr Hho produced soi�le remarJ.G;.bl J p:Jotographic recorcls, v.rrote to say 
that he owed his succes� to the use of u�t�in's meters. 

He also inve11·ted specio..l tanks, thermoillc·i.;;;rc; ?.nd dark room timers - as far 
buck as 1885 - and today a whole secti �n o·i: ;,l�e leading photographic museum in 
the vJorld, the Kodak Ro c heste r in New YcrY:, is iPvnted to them. 

In photographic dictionaries he appears fa� discovering what has become 
knovn as the :Jatkins fact or - a syste.: for cr:tlculatj_n,2; deuelopmcnt tiue. For 
his v10rk he vias presented v1ith the Progress IVIcdal of the Royal Photographic 
Soc iety . He \Jas one of the founders of the Photogr&phic Convention of the UK 



In et lkttJ:ins mer:wri2..l lecture nt the 1Io\,Jn Hall j_n 19L:-2, Nr. F.J. Hortim:::I'1 
then President of the RPS, said the foundation of all photographic technique had 
been the .ork he had done. 

He went to Chester in 1890 to see Freise-Greene demonstrating the projecto� 
he had just invented, and soon h�d his own cine-cao�ra with 35 mm films - fro� 
\·thich the prosGnt 16 md copies hnve bee11 !1Ll .. :c. Alw.::'..y,s he l!3.S a juYJp �:J�eacL 
producinG Autochrorte colon � slid)S in the thirties; it is said that the fi�st 
colour picture he ever took 11ns of Enton Bishop's East window. 

In many ways he wus able to combine his busi� ess and his hobby in the most 

satisfactory way. He had to tour fur�s to buy wheat, and village bakers to sell 
flour, so l·ras fnmilio..r \.ri th every corner of the count;v o After his officinl caJ..J.. 
he took his cauera out of the trap or car and went into the village church to 
photograph a tomb, or set out to find and picture the local cross. 

He das n keen natur alist and archaeologist, member of the Woolhope Club, 

t ounty Councillor, magistrate and st aunch Liberal& Eis pionGering was evidenced 
in other ways; he built St. George7s Hall in Eign Street, Hereford, and made it 
the first building to be lit by electricity in HcrcfGr�� He had one of the vGry 
first cars in the city. 

He came� of cvurse, froiil pioneerin stock; his fc.:�ther Charles, vvho had fou�1ded. 
the fe.dily fortunes, built Holner Park - from bx-icks E1L'cdc from clay dug in tb.e 
grounds� 

Hnrley Court, n::ar the Cathedral Close , \·Jas Alfred l·Jatkin 1 s hone but he could 
be found thoro in his durk ro)� ut the top of the house far oftener than in the 
drawin::; room. 

Both he <:t:!.1d i1is b1:·other Cho..rle.s, who r'"""n the br0v1ery, uere ezccption:.�lly tall 
antl since both breuery a�1d milli:n:.; enterp;:i.scs uere ndLi.Ctl ;-;Imperialn the b::--oth�n·rJ 
v:ere knoun �l.S thciT !Dlp8:L'iGl ai�;:.lnesser3! 

'l1he best st,;ry about Alfred ;..ra.tkins, however, oc cured Fhnn he took SOlile 
splendid pictures of u local stately hooe and sent copies to its owner. The 
gentleuo..n VJ,_."\.G clcli:)lte · •.-rith -';:1 J · and i:a forvvadi:tlg to I'Ir. '.TcctJ.��ins a. brac'� of £X 
pheasn.J.1ts frow the es·cate th.aJ:1ked hiLl for the :pictures and added, li�·.JhD.t a 

splendid Cd�!leru you 1.1ust h.::!. V�! n 

1Vlro Ho..tkins sent a note of thanks for the pheasGnts 1;jith the words, ii�Jhat a 
sple�:1did gun you must have 1" 
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IDLE THOUGH'l\S ON PUBS 

St.J.rt off with vlatkin ' s idea that o. Nanor House or Hall may have been :)·u.i.2. t, 
and rebuilt again, on tte .�ame site, and so its presence on a ley �ay be si��l­

ificant (incidentally lc.2st yoo..r I sa,.v a "dign ,..rhere, starting off purely 01:1 
local tradition, a Viking L .-ng Hous e vJ&3 discoverec:t, 

·built on t�1e: site of an 
Iron Age dwelling, �,:hich in turn wn.u b uilt on a Bronze Age structure of some 
sort), can one extend the same idea to the British Pub? 

Notice how, although the face of the pub nay chan3e down the centuries, the 
nane itself very rarely doos, furthe r, that when un Inn is rebuilt, the origi��l 
structure is never complet0ly demolished until the n�w one is ready for busiliess� 
Thou�h I stand to be corrected on this, I believe it has something to do with 
the Licensing Laws, and it would be interesting to know how far this dates backc 
Give n thc::.t n Ley point is of sufficient importance ta give rise to an altar or 
shrine, or if it marks ooue st�ge of physical e�·ie��uur1 such as croosing a ford 
of range of hills, is it not J)OssiblE: thut folk loch· ::'or .somo pl;:;�.ce of refresh­
ment where they can cool their blisters, rest and pick up gossip from far parts, 
rather than hun� about on sono bleak Gallows F�eld w�ere the serious business 
of the do.y "�Has don .. ? It �tlould be out of chetrac tc� for 'lDY of the na. tionG tho. t 
made up the British if they didn't. 

In Medieval ti�eG we often find Inns with num�s of religious significance, 
such ao the "Cro,::;sed Keysij or "IJ.1hc L0.rnb11, and tbP.y .still survive today� so an 
Inn �ith Ley origins m�.�ht well acquire the nCtme of the deity of the local 
altar, though as the Church arose froB a Pagan site, so th� de ity of the Inn 
might change too. This fir st occured tu �e on noticing th�t near th2 Castle 
Mound �t Canbridge was a Bell's Court, �nd sinilurly sited at Norwich, a Bell 7 
Inn, also at Ely, it is hi�hly probable that all thr�e uounds are pre-Norman, 
could the name Bell urise from Boli the Celt ic Sun God ( Bc:.al ) ; and ho\v many 
pubs a.re called 17The Sunil or nRiGing Sun1'? 

Ther() c-;,re e�ou.::;l1 pub;:; callo(� nThe Green l'·Iann, ;1nc1 ·ono <J. t Lcytonstonc aprings 
n2..turally to mL.1d. Out of tl1c presei1t conte:::::t He are told that HThe Green Ivla.nn 
refers to the pre-Ch!:"istian God in the Oak Tree, soDetir:ws called JG.ck-in-tl1e- · 

Gree11, \1hose vrorsllip survived long into Christian ti::1es as witneases his Llocking, 
leaf fronded f�ce, appearing in Medieval Church carviag, best of all in the 
Christian Cloist8rrl of Hereford Cathedral. Somev.Jhcrc do\vn Luton vvay there 1 s u 
villa�e where the Icknield w�y finds a ford, here WC have both a Green Man Inn, 
nnd socething suspiciously like a rough Jack carved on a corbel. All those 
pubs called "The Royal Oak", 1'Kings Oaku or just plain "The Oakn; do they all 
refer to that busin2ss of Charles II and the Roundheads? Or do they refer to 
the God in the Oak Tree, or �l.gnin, to the 03.k in ·vJntkin' s sense of a meeting 
place? 

Boar's Heacl names may be heraldic, or they may refer to to the sacred Boar 
of the Celts. Aside fror"1 the llhi to Horse[? of v-les-se:c, there ·v1ns a thriving 
Horse Cult imported by the Iron Age pco_ples. Soi:.leonrc: even sugsestec1 this might 
account for the Briti3h av ersi on to eati:;_1g horse r::.eett; certainly Black or �:Jhite 
Horse nnJ¥es abound in East Anglia. Readers of tl1ose tuo books 17Tales of a 
Fonrrw.n:; Elay recall the odd tale of the Chapel at Black Ho:cse Drove near Br2ndon 
Creek, vrhere during repairs a horse's skull Nas fou�1cl in the foundation.s, by 
no neans the only cuse wh0rc horse bones had been used ritually in those parta. 



Once stctrted one c.s..1.1 .start -follo\·Jing -c::.=;:J_.·osr·[:��----o�' �·cd i1errings: do al:J- t:he 
liBo.rley Hov..rs;' and '��'V·f._lc:J.tsheaf,s;1 refer to the C'orn Dolly5 cloe.:::; the "Stc:.r and 
Garter17 refer to the ";Ji tch 9 s garter? A11 t!1is is harc!.ly to the -;;oint, and it is 
odd that the Norse eleqont seumo tl.• hnve left no ftlG.rk, unless pcrhups in referrin� 
to the blacksmith und his trade: Wel�nd? 

by Ji�DY Goddurd 

In H�l, -���0_2-1.__0._.Yg.l:�c._i_I.��- by Brins ley Le Poor Trench,_ there is a striking neria j_ 
photosraph ohowing a line of round barrows �nd a long barrow. These nounds a�G 
joined by a piece of strai3ht track which leads unerringly to a cross-roads 
i•lhich is visible on the picture . 

The cross-roads is Longb�rrow Crosoroads, to the south-west of Stonehenge� 
On placin� my straight-ede;c alun0 this aligllLleJ.rl: on the Salisbury nap I foul.J.1�­
this line to be a lcy passing throuGh s 0v eral j_niti�l points, crossroads and 
tm:auli. It also passes tl1rough Berwick St" Jol:..n G harch - an impressive examFlF.. 
of a rare pl1enom.enon, a ley "''hich io readily v ].i.3::_:J]_e from. the air. 

ORTHOTET'JY NBI:JS 
by JiQmy Goddurd. 

On the evening of June 3 Mr. Richard Taylcr saw two white lisht s Qoving 
rapidly no2:-tlhJ,lr,".u. T�1is \·JO..S at 10 .15, and at 10�50 ::�ro Peter Coler1a:L1 of 
Birnin._jhan saw t-v1in �l.lovT li;_;hts headin:� nortl1,. 'l.\·:o ninutes lc,tcr a friend 0f 
his a few n:Lles n. _ _.rtll of Birr.lin.:;ham also oL-:u tlle liGllto no-�.rin �)- north. - this 
til�le white ac;ain. The tln·ee J o ints alic;i1,_ constitutin:_:; an o�cthoteny. If ny 
plotting is correct the line also �oes tbrough fivG churches, a ooat and a cross­
roads on the Bil"'i:lin��ha.1:1 O.S. 1�1--::tp ( only on.c of the churches is in DirDlin::;ho..n :�-�;se..Lf). 

The Fincllley-'.JandsvJorth orthoteny and the rece11tly-discovered Soutl::. Coa.st 
orth..Jt�ny ( diccoverec!. by Ken Hogers) ne et at Portslade-by··Sea, near Bri hton. 
S everal othc_r loys converge on the �ross-pci1.1t, tl1us l;.Ialcin;; this a ley-orthoten��c 

centre. Cou _1_d tl1io be the reason this hns alv1ays been -,�L r;ood area for UFO s:..::;lltiJ.1g,s"> 
On July 15 at 2.40 a.�. a Mr Lov c ll saw a lar3o pear-nha�cd object with s���.le� 

lights beneath it h2u.dinc rapidly in a rou._-_:hly northe:t·-ly direction. He was t1eadilY£ 
towards Bristol, and both he and the UFO were appilrently situated on priBary 

lcy which forns the west side of the Great Isosceles Triangle ( discovered by 

Philip Heselton). This line goes about 30° off no:cth, so the UFO could vJell bo..ve 
been tr.Lvellin.3' nlon:.s- it. 

A very spectacular sishting, investiGated by Ken Rogers, occured �t WoJd Grec� 
North London on Aursust 15. The UFO caL!e vex·y l..:;v �1.nd afte1"·;.'2.rcls a buGh in the 
v ici:nity was found t:j have had sor:w of itc bro_i.lches �-Iithered and brov.Jn, whereas 

all other branchus wore green and fresh. The i�cidcnt happened just a quarter 
. of a uile fron the baoe-line of the Great Isosceles Triangle� a prioary ley 

along- wl1ic�1 there h�.� bec..:n a great deal of U}.;•J ,-lct;ivi.ty in recent years. 



EX�'lCACT : Fr om S t rang_e Wo :c· ld , b y  F r .:: n .. k :Sc·  • . ; :;; _ _  :-· 0. -:: 

I t  is vir t ually a c e r t ai nt y  t hc.1. t the I ndians v1ho i nhab i t e d No r th Ame r i c a o t  
t h e  t ime o f  C o lur.1b us we . . _ .... e r e la t iv e  newc one r s  .. Th e r e  ar e ma::.1y b i t s  and p i e c e s  
o f  e v i d e nc e - no ne o f  i t  c o nc lu s iv e , unfor tuna t e ly - l iliic h point t o  t h e e xi c � ­
e nc e s  o f  e ar l i e r  c ul t ur e s  o f  C O j_1 S i d e r a. b l e  a t t ai n11e nt and vvi d e .s pr e a d  d i s t r :5.b •x:: .. � . �· ··  . .:. {J 

One s u c h  tantali s i ng spe c ime n i s  t h e  s t range s ymb o l  o n  t h e  t o p o f  Me d i c l � 2  
J'rio unt c.i n , i l1 t h ,J v;indsv-Te p t · �xkg B i g  Hor n  r·.:1nge i n  Uyor11in:� · Th e r e  i s '-'- c i:L" c l

.
c 1 . ..1 f 

s t o ne s , s e v e nt y  f e e t  in diaac t e r , c ar e fully lai d o u t  in p e r f e c t  ge o1w t r i c  f ,J : :L.l , 
t we n t y- e ight spoke s r adiut ins fr om a hub t w e lv e  fe e t  in d iane t e r , wi t h  a s � � o � : 
f o o t  O ) e n  s p .J .. c e  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  • .. h-- ound the 1.·1he e l  syL1b o l  a r e  s ix huge s t o n e  c. �.! � - �- � :.� 
s e ea t o  hav e s er v e d as c ha ir s , po s s ib ly f o r  the high pr i e s t s  o f  t h e pe o p l e  l�� �  
mad e  t h i s  unique mo nume n t o 

The I ndians ha d no u s e  f o r  t he whe e l  and no id.ell o f  ho\·l i t  go t t he re , c.l i·. }: o -A :_;li 
t h e y  knew o f  i t s  e xi s t e nc e , o f  c o ur s e o Wh i t e  n e � 0 e c am e  lnt e r e s t e d  in t h e  �0 � � -g� 
i n  1 902 , Hh G n  S . C . S im 1s of t l1 e  Fi e l d Hu .senrJ i f!.  Ch-i. c o.so ,s :;?e n.t c o ns i d e r a b l e  t : : >w 

t r yi ng t o  unr av e l  t h e  mys t ery . He c o u l d  o nly c o Tic lude t h2t i t  wa s a r e ligi o ub 
symb o l  o f  soi11e r a c e t h a t  he. d  e xi s t e d  t he r e  b c t ·,.;t' >-' '1. 1 5 , 0 00 B .  C . and 1 ,  000 B . C ,  

Unle s s  the s t range r o ck wr i t ings o f  t he we s � � r n  moun tains ar e the work o f  
t h e  same vani s h e d r a c e , t h e  gr e a t  s t o ne whe e l  0 11 t he Big Ho r n  L.10 u:nt ... 1 i n  t o p  l'I!.a:;_� 
b e  t h e  o nly surv iving e vi d e n c e of t h e ir pa o s i ng , 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  .._ .. .  - ....... ..- .� � - - - - ... ,. ·- - �  ..... .  -

Th e Por :Jto_� k _ }:.�Z 

by Jimmy G o d da r d  

On lo oking nt a c a l e n dar t ha t  happ e n e d t o  be hanging i n  o ur home , I no t i � � i  
that i t  s howe d a. (; o o d  pl1o t ogr2.ph o f  a h i l l -no t c h " Alfr e d  \vn tkins r;.1e n t i o 11 s  E:'i).C �2. 
no t c he s  ac po t 8 n t ia l  l e y  J O i n t 3 , s o , a s  I had the map o f  t h a t  par t i c ylar &r e �  
- P o r lo c k , i n  Some r s e t  - I de c i d e d t o  s e e  i f  t h e r e  wa o u ley align0 d o n  t h e  
no t c h . 

I t  wa s no t d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i nd t he d ir e c t i o n  t h e  c am e r a  had b e e n  p o i n t i ng ! fo� 
t he r e  wn s a B i!; np o s t  i n  t he p i c t ur e  � o i nt ing t o  Minehe ad , s o  - �11 I had t o · do 

wa s find the r o ad l e a d i ng to t ha t  t own on t he map � 0 D c e I had d o ne t h i s , I f n un·t 
t h e hill wi t h  t h e  no t c h  to be Bo s s i ng t o n  Hi l l . And the line f r om t h e  no t c h  

t hr o ugh t h e  ...JOint i n  Po r lo ck \'Jh e r e  t h e  pho t o gr a_phe r had been s t and i ng v1D. S 
c e r t ainly a l e y  - i t  pa c s e d  thr o u�h two i ni t ial p o i�t s , a t umulu 3 , a s t andj n.g 

c t o n 3 , a c h ur c h  in Por l o c k  und o n e in Bo s s ingt o n . All t hi s  i n  a opa c e o f  no 

Elo r e  t han t e n  ni l e s . Qui t e  by a c c i (l e nt , t h e jlho t o graph vJELs o r i e j_1 t o d  o n  o.. pa.r t i  .. 
c u lnr go o d  l e y  J 

.. ..  _ ... _ _ _ __ _ __ __ _ _, _ � ._. ...:: .. o-��t- ...... �, .. ....., ...... ., 
The Le y Hunt e r  i s  pub lis h e d  b y  t he Ley Hu n t 8 :  .. 1 s r. lub . S ub s c r i pt i o ns a r e  4/6 a 
year for f o ur quar t e r ly i s su e s  and should b e  s e nt t o  t h e  S e c r e tary . Single 

c o1Ji e s avai lab le nt 1/3 e a c h . All o t her le t t e r s , o..:L· t i c l e s , c oi:1;�1e nt s  e t c  • should 

b e  s e n t  to t he Edi t o r . 
S e c r e t ar y : Jiuny Go ddnr d , l-Jync h lands , Ual t o n  Br i d0:e Road , Sh e pp e r t o n , Hi d dl e s e x . 

Edi t or : Ke n R o g e r s , 1 ,  V i c ar s  Ivio or Lo. ne , 1:Ji n c hr!!o r e  Hill , Lo ndo n N • 2 1  • 


